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MEMORIAL DAY 
With grateful hearts, we remember those who have fallen 
in defense of our nation 
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THE COURTS | AMENDMENT 4 


Federal judge’s ruling puts Florida’s 
ex-felons back on track to vote 


E A federal judge ruled that it is unconstitutional to prevent felons 
in Florida from voting because they can’t afford to pay court fees, 
fines and restitution to victims, striking down parts of a law passed 


last year. 


BY LAWRENCE MOWER 
lmower@tampabay.com 
Herald/Times Tallahassee Bureau 


A federal judge ruled Sunday 
that it is unconstitutional to pre- 
vent felons in Florida from vot- 
ing because they can’t afford to 
pay back court fees, fines and 


restitution to victims, striking 
down parts of a law passed by 
Republican lawmakers and 
signed by Gov. Ron DeSantis last 
year. 

Calling the law a “pay-to-vote 
system,” U.S. District Judge Rob- 
ert Hinkle’s 125-page ruling 
declares that court fees are a tax, 
and it creates a new process for 


determining whether felons are 
eligible to vote. 

“This order holds that the 
State can condition voting on 
payment of fines and restitution 
that a person is able to pay but 
cannot condition voting on pay- 
ment of amounts a person is 
unable to pay,” Hinkle wrote. 

With one sentence, Hinkle also 
allowed two large groups of fe- 
lons to register to vote: those 
who were appointed an attorney 
for their criminal case because 
they couldn’t afford one on their 


own, and anyone who had their 
financial obligations converted to 
civil liens. 

Most felons are appointed 
attorneys, and nearly all have 
their court fees and fines con- 
verted to civil liens. 

For all other felons who can’t 
afford to pay their financial obli- 
gations, Hinkle ordered state 
officials to adopt a new process 
for determining whether felons 
are too poor to vote: They can 
request an advisory opinion from 
Secretary of State Laurel Lee. 


If Lee can’t issue the opinion 
within 21 days of receipt — and 
tell the felon how much fines and 
restitution to victims they owe, 
and how the state came up with 
that amount — they can’t stop 
the felon from registering to 
vote, Hinkle wrote. 

Hinkle said that process would 
be simple and fast for most 
cases, since most convictions do 
not require felons pay back court 
fines — such as $50,000 for a 
drug trafficking charge — or 
restitution to victims. 

“In most cases, the Division 
[of Elections] will need to do 
nothing more on [legal financial 
obligations] than review the 
judgment to confirm there is no 
fine or restitution,” he wrote. “In 


SEE RULING, 5A 


VIRUS CRISIS 


When Dade 
beaches 
reopen 

on June Í, 
bring a 
mask 


m When Miami-Dade County beaches 
open a week from today, you'll need 
to don a mask when you're not in 
the water, and observe social 
distancing rules. Broward County’s 
beaches reopen Tuesday. Sunday, 
state health officials said there were 
another 189 COVID-19 cases in 
Miami-Dade and two more deaths. 


BY AARON LEIBOWITZ 
AND MARTIN VASSOLO 


aleibowitz@miamiherald.com 
mvassolo@miamiherald.com 


Face masks will be required if you 
go to Miami-Dade County beaches 
when they reopen June 1. But you 
won't need to wear them in the wa- 
ter or if you’re following social dis- 
tancing rules. 

Sunbathing, walking and jogging 
will be allowed, as will the renting of 
concessions like lounge chairs and 
umbrellas. But groups of more than 
10 people won’t allowed to gather, 
and common areas like picnic tables 
and playgrounds will stay off limits. 

That’s all according to draft guide- 
lines that the county circulated to its 
coastal cities, including Miami 
Beach, before a conference call Sun- 
day between Miami-Dade County 
Mayor Carlos Gimenez and those 
cities’ mayors and managers. The 
guidelines are expected to be formal- 
ized in an emergency order this 
week. 

The municipal leaders “all 
agreed,” the county said in a press 


SEE EVENTS, 3A 


More inside 


@ Lifeguards in Broward and Miami-Dade 
anticipate a surge of visitors when beaches 
reopen. They’re prepared to protect 
themselves and victims from coronavirus 
exposures during medical emergencies and 
ocean rescues, 4A 


@ Trump further limited travel from the 
world’s virus hotspots by denying entry to 
foreigners coming from Brazil, which is 
second to the U.S. in the number of 
confirmed cases, 6A 


@ U.S. Muslims try to balance Eid rituals with 
virus concerns, 6A 


@ Americans flocked to beaches and parks as 
nation’s virus-related deaths approached the 
bleak milepost of 100,000, 6A 


SOUTH FLORIDA | WEATHER 


HOLIDAY SPLASH 


Cars snake through a flooded roadway at 18701 Biscayne Blvd., in Aventura on Sunday. 
Forecasts predict a strong possibility of more stormy weather — flooding, gusty 
winds, frequent lightning and waterspouts — that will bring a soggy Memorial Day, 
forcing many inside just when lockdowns are easing across South Florida. Dangerous 
rip currents, which can sweep even the best swimmers away from shore, will also be 
in play through Monday night, according to the National Weather Service. 


VIRUS CRISIS | ASSISTED LIVING 


State closes 
Hialeah 
ALF after 
dozens of 


residents, 
staff fall ill 


m Florida officials suspended the 
license of an assisted living facility 
in Hialeah, Salmos 23, after it found 
that several employees worked while 
sick with coronavirus and wore 
minimal protective equipment. 
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BY BEN CONARCK, BIANCA PADRO 
OCASIO AND AARON LEIBOWITZ 


bconarck@miamiherald.com 
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By the time Florida health officials 
arrived to survey the Salmos 23 V 
LLC assisted living facility at 240 
East Fifth Street in Hialeah last 
Wednesday, 47 residents had already 
been hospitalized with COVID-19. 

When inspectors got there, they 
found a facility they deemed woefully 
unprepared to deal with the highly 
contagious respiratory virus. One 
thing inspectors observed: An em- 
ployee that the facility knew tested 
positive for the virus was taking the 
temperatures of other staff members 
entering the facility while wearing no 
personal protective equipment. 

The inspectors’ initial observation 


j DAVID SANTIAGO dsantiago@miamiherald.com 


SEE ALF, 2A 


MEMORIAL DAY 


At 96, veteran shares 
lessons learned as 
a POW in WWII 


m Bernard Mayrsohn, a World War II veteran and Miami Shores 
resident survived the Battle of the Bulge and shares his story 
in college classrooms and his autobiography. 


BY APRIL RUBIN 
arubin@miamiherald.com 


At 22, huddling close to 
fellow soldiers for warmth 
saved Bernard Mayrsohn’s 
life. 

At 96, keeping away from 
people is doing the same. 

The World War II veteran 


who goes by Barney, will be 
celebrating Memorial Day a 
little differently than usual 
because of coronavirus 
pandemic. Instead of 
attending or participating in a 
parade, he will have a socially 
distanced barbecue with his 
son’s family. 

But if serving in the war 


Courtesy of Mark Mayrsohn 


Barney Mayrsohn, left, who is shown with his brother Jack in Paris 
in 1945, said that his wartime experiences had taught him how 


RENEE ED TE EAEE and Miami Shores resident, SEE VETERAN,2A to handle himself during tough times. 
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